GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION
The region of Catatumbo is located in the Northeast of Colombia. It comprises of nine municipalities in North Santander County: Ocaña, Convención, El Tarra, Hacari, Teorama, San Calixto, La Playa, El Carmen y Tibu. They are all by the Catatumbo river and its tributaries. The river that gives the name to the region starts in the convergence of the rivers Oroque and Bagre in Jurisdicciones Hill, South of Ocaña, and discharges in the Maracaibo Lake in the sister Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. This fact has led the region to be known as 'transborder'.

Among the many Geographic features of Catatumbo we find areas with an Eastern Cordillera weather and also certain plain jungle areas (Tibu). The region lies from 200 to 2,500 meters above the sea level. The Natural Park Catatumbo- Bari has an extension of 158,125 hectares. There are 2 indigenous reserves, Catalaura and Motilón Bari, plus a forestal reserve, Serranía de la Motilona.

WHO ARE WE?

The Catatumbo Peasant Association (Asociación Campesina del Catatumbo)  ASCAMCAT) was created as a continuation of the process of peasant communities to establish their right to land and their fight to remain in the land. Before the creation of our organization there were provisional mechanisms and organisations which we developed with local peasants in response to the situations they were experiencing. For example, the peasant marches from 1996 and 1998; the displacement and subsequent return in 2002 and 2003; and the forced displacement of the inhabitants of the village of Suspiro, on the way to San Juancito (Teorama). During these displacements we organised ourselves in temporary committees and associations. ‘Integración, Vida y Territorio’ (Integration, Life and Territory), which took place in San Pablo (Teorama) from 11 to 14 of September 2004, also allowed us to meet and gain strength as a group.
This is how finally, at the end of 2005, Ascamcat was born. The peasants and inhabitants from the rural areas of Convención, Teorama and El Tarra looked at the past, present and future of Catatumbo and its people, they realised that it was the perfect time to create an organisation like ours, which aims to bring up to the fore the peasants of Catatumbo. 
Ascamcat has managed to create opportunities for people to associate in districts of the above municipalities, as well as in Tibu, where the social network had been completely dismantled by the main paramilitary death squads – AUC.
At present we are part of the Human Rights platform Coordinación Colombia, Europa, Estados Unidos (CCEEU), which is present all over Colombia through its five bases. They campaign and lobby constantly with the national, departmental and local authorities in regards to the defence of Human Rights. 

We are also part of the Universidad Campesina para La Resistencia (Peasant University for the Resistance), a space created by peasant, indigenous and Aafro-Colombian organisations throughout the country.
WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED?

· Socialisation and affiliation by Communal Action committees. 
· First Meeting of the Catatumbo Peasant Association En Medio de la Violencia Reflorece el Catatumbo (October 2006) 

· 3 Commissions for the Verification and Follow-up of Human Rights Violations in October 2006, August 2007 and July 2008.

· 4 Leader Training Schools Ángel David Jaime: in Suspiro district, Teorama, (December 2006), in La Angalia, Tibu, (March 2007), in El Tarra (June 2007) and in Corregimiento de Cartagenita, a convention, (October 2007).
· Activities with the Motilón Bari indigenous people (Commissions for the Verification at Pozo Álamo I, Public Hearing held on 12 October 2006) attendance to Bari People General Assemblies (June 2007 in Caricachaboquira, January 2008 in Ichirrandacayra and July 2008 in Shucbabarina)

· Indigenous and Peasant Meetings, May and August 2007

· Forum Vida, Naturaleza, Territorio y Cultura (Life, Nature, Territory and Culture), in Tibu on 23 November 2007.

· March for the defence of Life, Nature, Territory and Culture, Bari indigenous people and Ascamcat (12 October 2008)

OBJETIVES

· Integral defence of human rights
· Decent life for peasant men and women
· Safety and food sovereignty 

· Integral defence of territory and land
www.prensarural.org
Catatumbo-colombia.blogspot.com 

ascamcat@gmail.com – campesinos_catatumbo@yahoo.es 

Address: Calle 4N # OAE – 14 Barrio Piñuela -Cúcuta
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